INTRODUCTION

ing to Goldziher, the one quoted by the great traditionalist
Bukhari1 (194-256/810870), " Faith has 60 and some
branches, and modesty is one branch of faith " (Le rec. des
trad. Mah.y ed. Lud. Krehl, vol. i, p. 2). This same tradi-
tion appears a little later, as follows: " Faith has 70 and
more branches, of which the highest is the belief that there
is no God but Allah, and of which the lowest is the taking
out of the oath what is to be rejected; and modesty is a
branch of faith" (Muslim, SaJwh, ed. Cairo 1288 A. H., vol.
i, p. 126).2 This use of the word branch gradually came to
have the meaning of branching off, dividing; and finally
firkdh having been substituted for " Shu'ab," we have the
tradition of the 72 or 73 sects.

Other rather interesting explanations of this arbitrary
division are to be found in Steinschneider's article in Z. D.
M. G.j vol. iv, p. 147. Here the suggestion is made that it
can be traced back to the Jewish tradition about Moses and
the 70 elders; that Moses chose six elders from each tribe,
except Levi, which being a model tribe would not take
offense if slighted, and was therefore asked for only four
representatives, Moses himself constituting the seventy-first
elder. This number the Mohammedans must increase; and
they therefore claim 73 sects. Another view is that the
origin is astronomical, while a third derives it from the 70
languages of the Tower of Babel; and a fourth from the
72 letters in Allah's name, a tradition drawn from the Jew-
ish legend of the 72 letters with which Yahweh will free
the children of Israel.

Disagreements over this hadlth have not, however, been
limited to the question of the number. One of the greatest
points of difference was the question of how many of these

1 Ibid., vol. ii, p. 594.

2 One of three great traditionalists of the ninth century.    Cf.
vol. iv, p. 391.
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